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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle has a transmission and a gearshift element pivotally
arranged on a steering wheel of the vehicle. By actuating the
gearshift element, the transmission is shiftable in an electri-
cally controlled manner from one transmission gear to a next-
higher or a next-lower transmission gear. At least one electric
switch element and/or at least one optical display device is
arranged on the gearshift element.
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1
VEHICLE HAVING A GEARSHIFT ELEMENT
ARRANGED ON THE STEERING WHEEL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of PCT International
Application No. PCT/EP2010/005820, filed Sep. 23, 2010,
which claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 from German
Patent Application No. DE 10 2009 049 753.6, filed Oct. 17,
2009, the entire disclosures of which are herein expressly
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention relates to a vehicle and, more par-
ticularly, to a vehicle having an electrically shiftable trans-
mission and a gearshift element pivotally arranged on a steer-
ing wheel of the vehicle.

Modern sporty vehicles, as, for example, some vehicles
manufactured by BMW, have so-called “shift rockers” or
“paddle shifters”, in addition to a gearshift element arranged
in the area of the center console. The shift rockers are pro-
vided for the sequential upshifting and downshifting of trans-
mission gears. A “shift rocker” is an actuating element which,
for example, may have the shape of a lever or a design similar
to that of a plate and is pivotally arranged on the steering
wheel, i.e. it turns together with the steering wheel during the
steering. In BMW vehicles, the shift rockers are arranged on
the side of the steering wheel facing away from the driver.
Their arrangement is very advantageous ergonomically
because their touch or grip regions project upward beyond the
upper steering wheel spokes, are therefore in the driver’s
direct field of view and can easily be reached by the driver’s
hand. Such shift rockers arranged on the steering wheel per-
mit a particularly sporty driving because the driver can shift
“manually” without removing his hand from the steering
wheel.

It is an object of the invention to provide a vehicle having
at least one gearshift element pivotally arranged in the
vehicle, particularly a “shift rocker”, which has a functional-
ity that is expanded in comparison to conventional shift rock-
ers.

This and other objects are achieved by a vehicle having a
transmission and a gearshift element pivotally arranged on a
steering wheel of the vehicle. By actuating the gearshift ele-
ment, the transmission is shiftable in an electrically con-
trolled manner from one transmission gear to a next-higher or
a next-lower transmission gear. At least one electric switch
element and/or at least one optical display device is arranged
on the gearshift element.

The starting point of the invention is a vehicle having a
transmission and at least one gearshift element pivotally
arranged on a steering wheel of the vehicle. By actuating the
gearshift element, the transmission can be shifted in an elec-
trically controlled manner from one transmission gear to a
next-higher or a next-lower transmission gear.

In accordance with the invention, at least one (additional)
electric switch element and/or at least one optical display
device is arranged on the gearshift element. The gearshift
element according to the invention is therefore a multifunc-
tional shift and/or display element which, in addition to being
provided for shifting the transmission, is also provided at
least for shifting a further function and/or for displaying a
status, a driving condition parameter, a gearshifting condition
or the like.
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The at least one (additional) switch element is preferably
designed and arranged such that a force to be applied for
actuating the switch element leaves the gearshift element in a
non-actuated condition. Thus, it may be provided that the
gearshift element can be actuated, particularly pivoted, in the
driving direction and/or against the driving direction. It may,
for example, be provided that, for shifting into a lower trans-
mission gear, the gearshift element has to be pressed into the
driving direction and, for shifting into a higher transmission
gear, the gearshift element has to be pulled toward the rear, i.e.
against the driving direction, in the direction of the driver. In
order to avoid a gear shifting operation being triggered unin-
tentionally by actuating the additional switch element, it may
be provided that the actuating direction of the at least one
additional switch element is essentially transverse to the lon-
gitudinal direction of the vehicle, in a vertical direction, or
approximately parallel to a vertical direction of the vehicle.
The force required for actuating the switch element should
therefore have no or only a very small force component par-
allel to the direction of the actuating force of the gearshift
element.

In order to achieve the above, the additional switch element
can be arranged in an edge area, particularly on a lateral edge
of the gearshift element, i.e. an edge facing the vehicle side.
As an alternative thereto, the switch element may be arranged
on an upper edge of the gearshift element, i.e. an edge facing
the vehicle roof, or on a lower edge of the gearshift element,
i.e. an edge facing the vehicle floor.

The term “switch element” should be interpreted in an
extremely broad fashion. The switch element may, for
example, be a simple push-button switch or a double button
switch or rocker switch. Such double button switches or
rocker switches can be encountered, for example, in the case
of multi-function steering wheels of BMW vehicles, where
they are used for adjusting the volume of the audio system. As
an alternative, the switch element may be a knurled wheel or
a knurled wheel segment. Naturally, differently designed
switch elements are also contemplated for use herein.

It may be provided that, by actuating the switch element
several times, different selection or information menus of an
electronic selection and/or information system can be
selected.

According to a further aspect of the invention, the display
device has a light-emitting diode. As an alternative, the dis-
play device may simply be formed by one or more light-
emitting diodes. In this case, conventional light-emitting
diodes or so-called organic light-emitting diodes (OLEDs)
can be used.

As an alternative or in addition, the display device may
have a display, particularly an organic light-emitting diode
display (OLED display) or a luminous foil by which various
symbol systems can be represented. The display device may
also be integrated in the switch element, for example, in a
push-button switch. The display device is preferably arranged
on a front face of the gearshift element or of the additional
switch element facing the driver.

The display device may be provided, for example, for
displaying a gearshifting recommendation, for example, of a
currently particularly economical transmission gear, etc. As
an alternative, various other driving condition parameters
may also be displayed, such as the currently engaged trans-
mission gear.

Furthermore, several additional switch elements and sev-
eral display devices may be provided on the gearshift ele-
ment. Precisely one display device respectively may be
assigned to individual or all additional switch elements,
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which display device, for example, shows the function that is
triggered by actuating the corresponding additional switch
element.

If a display device is used as a “shift point display”, for
example, a multicolored symbol system can also be used.
Thus, for example, the following logic may be implemented:

(1) a “green” display means: an optimal rotational speed
has been reached;

(2) a “yellow” display means: a shifting can suitably take
place as of now;

(3) a“red” display means: a critical rotational speed range;
shifting to a higher gear is urgently required.

Furthermore, a left gearshift element and a right gearshift
element may be arranged on the steering wheel. The left
gearshift element is provided, for example, for downshifting
and the right gearshift element is provided, for example, for
upshifting of transmission gears, or vice-versa. Correspond-
ingly, a display device may be provided on the left gearshift
element, by which display device, if required, the driver is
prompted to downshift, and a display device is provided on
the right gearshift element, by which display device, if
required, the driver is prompted to upshitt.

Summarizing, the invention permits a functional expan-
sion of conventional gearshift elements arranged on the steer-
ing wheel, specifically in an ergonomically optimally reach-
able or visible position. An operation of operating elements in
the area of the steering wheel is advantageous for the driver
because his attention is barely diverted from what is happen-
ing on the road.

As aresult of a “variable symbol system”, several different
functions may also be assigned to a switch element addition-
ally arranged on the gearshift element, in which case it is
indicated to the driver which function is currently active.

Other objects, advantages and novel features of the present
invention will become apparent from the following detailed
description of one or more preferred embodiments when con-
sidered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1-4 show various embodiments of a gearshift ele-
ment according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a shift rocker 1. A lower area 1a of the
shift rocker 1 is fastened on a side of a steering wheel spoke
facing away from the driver or a “central part” of a steering
wheel (not shown here in detail). The shift rocker 1 is pivot-
ally arranged on the steering wheel. It may also be provided
that the shift rocker 1 can be pivoted in the driving direction,
i.e. away from the driver and/or against the driving direction,
i.e. toward the driver. An upper area 15 of the shift rocker
projects beyond the steering wheel spoke and is therefore
optimally visible to the driver.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, three additional
switch elements 3a, 35, 3¢ are arranged on a lateral edge 2 of
the shift rocker 1. Here, the additional switch elements 3a, 35,
3¢ are push-buttons.

For actuating the shift rocker 1, an actuating force has to be
applied that is directed essentially vertically with respect to
the plane of projection. For actuating the additional switch
elements 3a, 3b, 3¢, on the other hand, a pressure force has to
be applied which is directed essentially transversely thereto.
An unintentional actuation of the shift rocker by actuating the
switch elements 3a, 35, 3¢ is thereby almost impossible.
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FIG. 2 illustrates a variant of the embodiment of FIG. 1,
wherein one assigned display device is assigned, respectively,
to the three additional switch elements 4a, 45, 4¢. In this case,
the two displays 4b, 4¢ are combined in a common display
arrangement.

FIG. 3 shows a further variant of a shift rocker 1, wherein
a knurled wheel 5 as well as a double push button 6 (rocker
switch) are provided instead of push buttons. By way of the
knurled wheel 5, the volume, for example, of an audio system,
can be changed.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment wherein a left shift rocker
11 and a right shift rocker 17 are provided on the steering
wheel (not shown). The right shift rocker 17 also has a display
7 in which the currently engaged transmission gear is dis-
played. Both shift rockers have several LEDs 8, 9 which may
be used as a shift point display, for example, by means of a
color logic.

The foregoing disclosure has been set forth merely to illus-
trate the invention and is not intended to be limiting. Since
modifications of the disclosed embodiments incorporating
the spirit and substance of the invention may occur to persons
skilled in the art, the invention should be construed to include
everything within the scope of the appended claims and
equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle having a steering wheel, the vehicle compris-
ing:

a gear shift element pivotally arrangeable on a side of the
steering wheel facing away from a driver of the vehicle,
wherein the gear shift element is configured to electri-
cally shift a transmission of the vehicle, wherein actua-
tion of the gearshift element shifts the transmission in an
electrically controlled manner from one transmission
gear to a next-higher or a next-lower transmission gear;
and

each of an electric switch element and optical display
device operatively arranged on the gearshift element,
and wherein the optical display device is operatively
arranged on a front face of the gearshift element that is
visible to the driver of the vehicle,

wherein the optical display device is integrated in the elec-
tric switch element and comprises a gearshift recom-
mendation display.

2. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the electric
switch element is operatively configured and arranged such
that a force required for actuating the electric switch element
does not cause an actuation of the gearshift element.

3. The vehicle according to claim 2, wherein a direction of
force to be applied for actuating the electric switch element is
substantially perpendicular to a direction of force to be
applied for actuating the gearshift element.

4. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein a direction of
force to be applied for actuating the electric switch element is
substantially perpendicular to a direction of force to be
applied for actuating the gearshift element.

5. The vehicle according to claim 4, wherein the electric
switch element is operatively arranged in an edge area of the
gearshift element.

6. The vehicle according to claim 5, wherein the edge area
is one of a lateral, an upper, and a lower edge of the gearshift
element.

7. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the electric
switch element is operatively arranged in an edge area of the
gearshift element.

8. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the electric
switch element is a push button switch.
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9. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the electric
switch element is a rocker switch providing two push buttons.

10. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the electric
switch element comprises at least a segment of a knurled
wheel. 5

11. The vehicle according to claim 1, further comprising:

a menu driven selection or information system; and

wherein the electric switch element is operatively config-

ured for selecting menus of the selection or information
system. 10

12. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the optical
display device comprises a light-emitting diode.

13. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the optical
display device comprises one of an OLED display and a
luminous foil display. 15

14. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein several elec-
tric switch elements and several optical display devices are
provided, each one of the optical display devices being logi-
cally assigned to a respective one of the switch elements.

15. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein several elec- 20
tric switch elements and several optical display devices are
provided, one of the optical display devices being logically
assigned to all of the switch elements.

16. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the gearshift
element is pivotable in two mutually opposite directions. 25
17. The vehicle according to claim 16, wherein the two
mutually opposite directions are substantially along a driving

direction axis of the vehicle.
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